A “Major Minor Reader”: Select Readings from Amos, Hosea, and Micah
Amos

2:6-16

Thus says the Lord: For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, | will not revoke the
punishment; because they sell the righteous for silver, and the needy for a pair of sandals—
they who trample the head of the poor into the dust of the earth, and push the afflicted out of
the way; father and son go in to the same girl, so that my holy name is profaned; they lay
themselves down beside every altar on garments taken in pledge; and in the house of their
God they drink wine bought with fines they imposed.

Yet | destroyed the Amorite before them, whose height was like the height of cedars, and who
was as strong as oaks; | destroyed his fruit above, and his roots beneath. Also | brought you
up out of the land of Egypt, and led you forty years in the wilderness, to possess the land of
the Amorite. And | raised up some of your children to be prophets and some of your youths to
be nazirites. Is it not indeed so, O people of Israel? says the Lord. But you made the nazirites
drink wine, and commanded the prophets, saying, “You shall not prophesy.” So, | will press
you down in your place, just as a cart presses down when it is full of sheaves. Flight shall
perish from the swift, and the strong shall not retain their strength, nor shall the mighty save
their lives; those who handle the bow shall not stand, and those who are swift of foot shall not
save themselves, nor shall those who ride horses save their lives; and those who are stout of
heart among the mighty shall flee away naked in that day, says the Lord.

5:4-6

For thus says the Lord to the house of Israel: Seek me and live; but do not seek Bethel, and do
not enter into Gilgal or cross over to Beer-sheba; for Gilgal shall surely go into exile, and
Bethel shall come to nothing. Seek the Lord and live, or he will break out against the house of
Joseph like fire, and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it.

5:11-13

Therefore, because you trample on the poor and take from them levies of grain, you have built
houses of hewn stone, but you shall not live in them; you have planted pleasant vineyards, but
you shall not drink their wine. For | know how many are your transgressions, and how great
are your sins—you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and push aside the needy in
the gate.

Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; for it is an evil time.

5:21-24
| hate, | despise your festivals, and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even though

you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, | will not accept them; and the offerings
of well-being of your fatted animals | will not look upon. Take away from me the noise of your



songs; | will not listen to the melody of your harps. But let justice roll down like waters, and
righteousness like an everflowing stream.

8:4-6

Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land, saying, “When
will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the sabbath, so that we may offer
wheat for sale? We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, and practice deceit with
false balances, buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the
sweepings of the wheat.”

9:13-15

The time is surely coming, says the Lord, when the one who plows shall overtake the one who
reaps, and the treader of grapes the one who sows the seed; the mountains shall drip sweet
wine, and all the hills shall flow with it. I will restore the fortunes of my people Israel, and they
shall rebuild the ruined cities and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and drink their wine,
and they shall make gardens and eat their fruit. | will plant them upon their land, and they shall
never again be plucked up out of the land that | have given them, says the Lord your God.
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Hosea
1:2 -9

When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea, ‘Go, take for yourself a wife
of whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the land commits great whoredom by
forsaking the Lord.” So he went and took Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and
bore him a son.

And the Lord said to him, ‘Name him Jezreel; for in a little while 1 will punish the house of Jehu
for the blood of Jezreel, and | will put an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. On that day
| will break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.’

She conceived again and bore a daughter. Then the Lord said to him, ‘Name her Lo-ruhamah,
for | will no longer have pity on the house of Israel or forgive them. But | will have pity on the
house of Judah, and | will save them by the Lord their God; | will not save them by bow, or by
sword, or by war, or by horses, or by horsemen.’

When she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived and bore a son. Then the Lord said,
‘Name him Lo-ammi, for you are not my people and | am not your God.’

4:1-3



Hear the word of the Lord, O people of Israel; for the Lord has an indictment against the
inhabitants of the land. There is no faithfulness or loyalty, and no knowledge of God in the
land. Swearing, lying, and murder, and stealing and adultery break out; bloodshed follows
bloodshed. Therefore the land mourns, and all who live in it languish; together with the wild
animals and the birds of the air, even the fish of the sea are perishing.

4:7-11

The more they increased, the more they sinned against me; they changed their glory into
shame. They feed on the sin of my people; they are greedy for their iniquity. And it shall be like
people, like priest; | will punish them for their ways, and repay them for their deeds. They shall
eat, but not be satisfied; they shall play the whore, but not multiply; because they have
forsaken the Lord to devote themselves to whoredom. Wine and new wine take away the
understanding.

5:15-6:3

| will return again to my place until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face. In their
distress they will beg my favor:

“Come, let us return to the Lord,; for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; he has struck
down, and he will bind us up. After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us
up, that we may live before him. Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord; his appearing
is as sure as the dawn; he will come to us like the showers, like the spring rains that water the
earth.”

11:8-11

How can | give you up, Ephraim? How can | hand you over, O Israel? How can | make you like
Admah? How can | treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me; my compassion grows
warm and tender. | will not execute my fierce anger; | will not again destroy Ephraim; for | am
God and no mortal, the Holy One in your midst, and | will not come in wrath. They shall go
after the Lord, who roars like a lion; when he roars, his children shall come trembling from the
west. They shall come trembling like birds from Egypt, and like doves from the land of Assyria;
and | will return them to their homes, says the Lord.

14:1-9

Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God, for you have stumbled because of your iniquity. Take
words with you and return to the Lord; say to him, “Take away all guilt; accept that which is
good, and we will offer the fruit of our lips. Assyria shall not save us; we will not ride upon
horses; we will say no more, ‘Our God,’ to the work of our hands. In you the orphan finds
mercy.”

| will heal their disloyalty; | will love them freely, for my anger has turned from them. | will be
like the dew to Israel; he shall blossom like the lily, he shall strike root like the forests of



Lebanon. His shoots shall spread out; his beauty shall be like the olive tree, and his fragrance
like that of Lebanon. They shall again live beneath my shadow, they shall flourish as a garden;
they shall blossom like the vine, their fragrance shall be like the wine of Lebanon.

O Ephraim, what have | to do with idols? It is | who answer and look after you. | am like an
evergreen cypress; your faithfulness comes from me. Those who are wise understand these
things; those who are discerning know them. For the ways of the Lord are right, and the upright
walk in them, but transgressors stumble in them.
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Micah
1:1-3

The word of the Lord that came to Micah of Moresheth in the days of Kings Jotham, Ahaz, and
Hezekiah of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. Hear, you peoples, all
of you; listen, O earth, and all that is in it; and let the Lord God be a witness against you, the
Lord from his holy temple. For lo, the Lord is coming out of his place, and will come down and
tread upon the high places of the earth.

3:1-8

And | said: Listen, you heads of Jacob and rulers of the house of Israel' Should you not know
justice?— you who hate the good and love the evil, who tear the skin off my people, and the
flesh off their bones; who eat the flesh of my people, flay their skin off them, break their bones
in pieces, and chop them up like meat in a kettle, like flesh in a caldron. Then they will cry to
the Lord, but he will not answer them; he will hide his face from them at that time, because
they have acted wickedly.

Thus says the Lord concerning the prophets who lead my people astray, who cry “Peace”
when they have something to eat, but declare war against those who put nothing into their
mouths. Therefore it shall be night to you, without vision, and darkness to you, without
revelation. The sun shall go down upon the prophets, and the day shall be black over them;
the seers shall be disgraced, and the diviners put to shame; they shall all cover their lips, for
there is no answer from God.

But as for me, | am filled with power, with the spirit of the Lord, and with justice and might, to
declare to Jacob his transgression and to Israel his sin.

4:1-5

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the
mountains, and shall be raised up above the hills. Peoples shall stream to it, and many nations
shall come and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God
of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion



shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between
many peoples, and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away; they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more; but they shall all sit under their own vines
and under their own fig trees, and no one shall make them afraid; for the mouth of the Lord of
hosts has spoken. For all the peoples walk, each in the name of its god, but we will walk in the
name of the Lord our God forever and ever.

5:2-5a

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then
the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock
in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live
secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.

6:1-8

Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear
your voice. Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of
the earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. “O my
people, what have | done to you? In what have | wearied you? Answer me! For | brought you
up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and | sent before you
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you
may know the saving acts of the Lord.”

“With what shall | come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall | come
before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with
thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall | give my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told you, O mortal, what is
good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with your God?

7:18-20

Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over the transgression of the remnant of
your possession? He does not retain his anger forever, because he delights in showing
clemency. He will again have compassion upon us; he will tread our iniquities under foot. You
will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea. You will show faithfulness to Jacob and
unswerving loyalty to Abraham, as you have sworn to our ancestors from the days of old.
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